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Heart of Sherwood Kings Clipstone    RH1     
Leisurely walk 
Distance 7miles (11.2km)    

 
 
1. Starting at the Dog & Duck (Kings Clipstone) follow the National Cycle Route south until 

you reach Vicar Water Country Park. Until the new village was built this area was called 
Flixter Breck (Flixter Halz in the 14th century).  It is said that Robin Hood and his men used 
to practice on the Lawndes around Ann Bower’s Hill, which is now under the former pit tip. 
Lawndes comes from the Celtic and Old French for a grassy place in heathland  

  
2. When you reach Vicar Pond (Vicar Water is the stream) follow the path along the left hand 

side of the pond. Then keep the old pit tip (the large hill) on your right. There are excellent 
views across Sherwood from the top of the hill. Ignore the path across the first old railway 
bridge. 

  
3. Where the path leaves the park and meets the trail  

from Mansfield turn left across Clipstone Heath, The Heath and the 
Golf Course on your right are heathland SSSIs.  
 

 
4. Cross the old railway bridge – this track is part of the old Mansfield to 

the Tuxford coach road. Go under the next bridge into Sherwood Pines 
Forest Park. Continue on this track until it forks, bear right up the hill. You are on the ‘Long 
Stoop’ part of the coach road. At the next cross roads carry straight on.  

 
5. The track continues to rise all the way to the Whetstone hence the 

name. At the present time Robin Hood’s Whetstone is just beyond a 
stretch of open heath scrub on the right hand side amongst the trees 
at the next junction. The water pipe sign is easier to find. The stone is 
about 3 or 4metres off both roadways. 

 
6. The old coach road slopes gently down crossing tracks, then becomes 

much rougher as it crosses another track. As the downhill slope increases and curves to 
the left you should have the Rufford Parish bank and ditch on your right. At the bottom of 
the hill you come to High Park Dale. Turn right and follow the track into Pittance Dale. 
Imagine Richard the Lionheart meeting Robin here. 

 
7. Go left down Pittance Dale (cycle route) until you come to the Center Parcs corner. Turn 

left up the old Kings Clipstone to Bilsthorpe coach road. Follow the track all the way to the 
Sherwood Pines entrance on the B6030.  

 
8. Walkers should use the wide verge – at the Kings Clipstone sign take the path to the left 

that drops away from the road towards the hedge. This avoids the section of road with high 
banks and no footway.    
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Robin Hood Places 
A. King John’s Palace 
B. Lawndes of Flixterbreck 
C. Old coach road 
D. Robin Hood’s Whetstone 
E. Pittance Dale 
F. Archway House 
G. Edwinstowe Library 
H. St Mary’s, Edwinstowe 
I.  Major Oak 
J. Clipstone Old Quarter 
K. Site of St Edwin’s Chapel 
L. Deer Leap 
M. Parliament Oak 
N. Old Churn Oak. 
 

Take with you  Explorer Map270 - Sherwood Forest 


