Kings Clipstone route 6
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Leisurely Distance 7 miles (11.2km)
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Start at Vicar Water Country Park

1. Leave the car-park by the left hand exit and head for the lake. Bear right at the
lake and follow the national cycle route 6 signs down the back of the reclaimed pit
tip. You should have the hill on the right and the old railway cutting on the left.
2. Stay on this path, it turns right and follows
the electricity poles (don’t go across the first
bridge).
At the next junction in the path turn left – there
is a national cycle route sculpture
3. Cross the old railway bridge and turn left
again. The photo shows the second cutting.
4. This track takes you across another bridge –
carry straight on.
5. Go through the bridge under the railway embankment into Sherwood Pines.

6. Keep going straight on, following the track uphill.
The track levels out and runs very straight until it
meets another track in a T junction.
7. Turn right – the track descends.
8. Then turn left at the next junction. The track
passes through heathland typical of Clipstone
Shrogges before the Forestry Commision took it over.
9. This track takes you towards Centre Parcs where a left turn takes you uphill.
10. To the right the edge of the forest can be seen. When a
path crosses the track and the forest edge moves away, turn
right and look for the very old parish boundary marker just
inside the path on the right. The photo right should help you
find it. Rejoin the track and continue as before going up the
gentle slope. Ignore tracks and paths to the side until you
come to a tree trunk placed across the track.
11. Turn left and immediately right onto the tarmac road past the large rocks.
12. This takes you to the B6030 where a left down the hill takes you to Kings
Clipstone. Be cautious on this section of the road, there is a wide verge but it is
uneven in places.
13. Turn left at the Dog & Duck and go south along Bog Lane towards Vicar Water
Country Park.
14. The path goes up the small valley of Vicar
Water. The remains of the royal palace can be seen
on the hill above. The large area of meadow is one
of the few surviving parts of the Flood Dyke
irrigation scheme, which was over 8 miles long
from Mansfield to beyond Edwinstowe. The valley
before this was the site the Great Pond of
Clipstone, which was over half a mile long and
first recorded in royal records in 1180.

